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6 September 2021  

 
 
OPEN LETTER 

 
Dr. Theresa Tam 
Chief Public Health Officer of Canada 
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
 
 
Dear Dr. Tam, Dear Prime Minister,  
 
The pandemic is surging, and the only way to end it is to prioritize first shots over third shots, everywhere in the 
world. This is why we call on you to vocally support and heed the World Health Organization’s (WHO’s) call to put 
a pause on booster shots for low-risk individuals in Canada until a greater share of the world's population has 
received their first shot. 
 
Canada has one of the highest rates of per capita COVID-19 vaccination in the world today. While the federal and 
provincial governments have been steadfast in their efforts to ensure that all people living in Canada have access 
to a full course of vaccines, a select group of wealthy countries, including Canada, have collectively used up more 
than 75 percent of the 5 billion doses administered in the world so far. By contrast, a staggering 98 percent of 
people in poorer countries, many of which are in Africa, have yet to receive even a single dose. 
 
The ongoing vaccine inequities violate the right to life and to health to which every human being is entitled, 
regardless of race, ethnic origin, citizenship or place of birth. Such inequity must end. Protecting the inherent 
dignity of every human life should be reason enough for all countries to act in solidarity to end this pandemic for 
all, and Canada has international legal obligations to do so. But it is also palpably within Canada’s immediate 
strategic interests to stem this global injustice and fast. Rampant circulation of the virus that causes COVID-19 is 
giving rise to the evolution of new virus variants, some of which have become more lethal, more transmissible, 
and even more vaccine-evasive variants of concern. Soon, even the billions of taxpayer dollars Canada has spent 
on procuring vaccines for its own population may amount to naught.  
 
The growing divide in global vaccine access prolongs and aggravates the current public health crisis and economic 
catastrophe for each and every nation, and Canada is no exception. As an immediate first step, the undersigned 
coalition of health care professionals, scientists, health law and foreign policy experts, and activists urge you to 
heed the WHO’s call for a moratorium on the mainstreaming of COVID-19 vaccine booster shots to allow for 
many more people in every country to receive their first doses.  
 
This ask, though modest, will help preserve the scant supply of vaccines available in the world today for the 
people who need it the most and are at highest risk of serious disease, hospitalization, and death – frontline 
health care workers and the elderly in particular – wherever they live and work. Canadians who run a minimal risk 
of being severely affected by COVID-19 should not get a third shot before, for example, a critical care nurse in 
Nepal or an elderly person in Ghana has received their first. 
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We recognize that booster shots are often effective in protecting against vaccine-preventable diseases, and may 
eventually be needed for COVID-19. Certainly, Canadians at highest risk, such as those with suppressed immune 
systems, should get a third shot if need be. But experts do not yet agree on whether COVID-19 boosters are 
necessary for the general population and, if so, when or how often. What is clear is that all currently approved 
vaccines are reasonably effective against symptomatic and severe disease, even against the Delta variant, and 
many more lives could be saved by vaccinating the unvaccinated, rather than by giving boosters to those who 
already have a reasonably high level of protection from a full course of vaccines. 
 
In addition to a moratorium on booster doses, and in line with a joint statement issued by the heads of the 
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank Group, WHO and the World Trade Organization, we call on you to 
spearhead Canada’s role as a fair and equitable global player in the pandemic response by:  
Fulfilling (and proactively publishing progress made in the fulfillment of) existing pledges to donate vaccine doses 
to COVAX, and doubling down on further donations. Canada has contributed 545 million dollars to COVAX AMC 
and pledged to share 40 million in-kind vaccine doses, but these promises do not amount to impact and COVAX 
continues to experience financing shortfalls that undercut its performance. Only a tiny fraction of the doses 
committed by Canada so far have actually been shipped to countries in need. 
 
Swapping Canada’s near-term vaccine delivery schedules with COVAX and the African Union’s African Vaccine 
Acquisition Trust (AVAT) so that vaccines (including mRNA vaccines) urgently reach communities where they are 
needed most.  
 
Eliminating barriers to the production and export of COVID-19 vaccines through actions at both international and 
domestic levels including by (1) showing public support for the temporary waiver to certain provisions of the 
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) at World Trade Organization 
negotiations; and (2) amending the Canadian Access to Medicines Regime, and specifically Schedule 1 of the 
Patent Act, to include “COVID-19 vaccine,” thereby enabling Canadian manufacturers to apply for a compulsory 
license to produce and export vaccines (as recommended in a letter signed by Canadian health law and policy 
experts earlier this year). 
 
 Ensuring transparency in any future contracts with vaccine makers, in keeping with the public’s ‘right to know’ 
and to avoid enabling monopoly powers that compromise vaccine availability and access in the Global South. 
We reiterate that the above actions are needed urgently. They are needed not in the spirit of attenuated charity 
or good will, but rather as part of a broader package of rights-based public health measures that is truly 
comprehensive, evidence-based, conscionable, good for Canadians, and good for the world.  
 
Sincerely,  
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CC: 
Dr. Shelley Deeks, Chair, National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) 
The Honourable Anita Anand, Minister of Public Services and Procurement 
The Honourable Patty Hajdu, Minister of Health 
The Honourable Karina Gould, Minister of International Development 
The Honourable Mary Ng, Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion and International Trade 
The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry 
The Honourable Erin O’Toole, Leader of the Opposition, Leader of the Conservative Party of Canada 
Jagmeet Singh, Leader of the New Democratic Party of Canada 
Yves-François Blanchet, Leader of the Bloc Québécois 
Annamie-Paul, Leader of the Green Party 
 
Version française de la lettre ici:  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RQRXF3W-JNOHHyFUe11wOcEAZ-bEpnOYikyY2p9M-hM/edit    
 
 

Professional & Expert Signatories 

 
Roojin Habibi, JD MSc, Research Fellow & 
Doctoral Student, Global Strategy Lab & 
Osgoode Hall Law School, York University 

 

Mira Johri, PhD MPH, Professor, École de 
santé publique de l’Université de Montréal  

 

Ananya Tina Banerjee, PhD, Assistant 
Professor, School of Population and Global 
Health, McGill University 

 

Srinivas Murthy, MD CM, MHSc, Faculty of 
Medicine, University of British Columbia 

 

Katrina Plamondon, PhD MSc RN, Assistant 
Professor, Faculty of Health & Social 
Development, University of British Columbia 
Okanagan 

 

Mandeep Singh, MBBS MD MSc FRCPC, 
Assistant Professor |Department of 
Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine, University 
of Toronto 

 

Sanjay Ruparelia, PhD, Jarislowsky Democracy 
Chair, Faculty of Arts, Ryerson University 

 

Raji Jayaraman, PhD, Associate Professor, 
Munk School of Global Affairs and Public 
Policy & Department of Economics, 
University of Toronto 

Peter Dodek, MD, MHSc, Professor Emeritus 
of Medicine, University of British Columbia 

 

Zain Chagla MD MSc DTMH, Associate 
Professor, McMaster University & Medical 
Director, Infection Control, St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare Hamilton 
 

Said Abdelrazeq Said Abdelrazeq, PhD 
Candidate 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Hassane Alami, PhD, MSc(PH), MSc(HP) 
Postdoc Fellow in Health Services, Center 
for Public Health Research, University of 
Montreal 
Montreal, Quebec 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RQRXF3W-JNOHHyFUe11wOcEAZ-bEpnOYikyY2p9M-hM/edit
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Dr. Michel Alary, MD, PhD 
Professeur titulaire, Université Laval 
Chercheur clinicien universitaire, Centre 
de recherche du CHU de Québec - 
Université Laval 
QUEBEC, Quebec 
 

Dr.  Amit Arya, MD, CCFP (PC), FCFP 
Palliative Care Physician, Lecturer, Division 
of Palliative Care, Department of Family 
and Community Medicine, University of 
Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Barbara Astle, PhD, RN 
Professor, Trinity Western University 
Langley, British Columbia 
 

Mr. Vinicius Azevedo, MSc  
PhD candidate, Simon Fraser University  
Teaching Assistant, Simon Fraser 
University  
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 
 

Mr Mantaj Bains,  
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Prof Natasha Bakht, BA, MA, LLB, LLM 
Shirley Greenberg Chair for Women and 
the Legal Profession, Faculty of Law 
University of Ottawa  
Ottawa, Ontario  
 

Raquel Baldwinson, PhD Candidate  
Liu Scholar, University of British Columbia  
Visiting Fellow, Harvard University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Prativa Baral, MPH, PhD(c) 
Doctoral Candidate, Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health 
Montréal, Québec 
 
 

Erin Barley, MSc 
Senior Lecturer, Simon Fraser University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 
 

Mr. Albert Beck 
Interprofessional Health Association 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Ms. Lindsay Belvedere, MPH, CPH 
 

Dr. Shelly Ben-David, PhD 
Assistant Professor, University of British 
Columbia 
Kelowna, British Columbia 
 
 

Ms Rania Berjawi, MSc 
Epidemiologist, University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 
 

Professor Peter Berman, MSc PhD 
Professor, School of Population and Public 
Health  
The University of British Columbia,  
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 
 

Ms. Isha Berry, MSc 
PhD Candidate, Dalla Lana School of Public 
Health, University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Shafi Bhuiyan, PhD, MPH, MBA, MBBS, 
FRSPH, Asst. Professor, Dalla Lana School 
of Public Health, U of T; Co-founder and 
ITMDs Program Manager, Adjunct 
Professor, Ryerson University, Toronto, 
Ontario 
 

Dr. Sherryl Bisgrove, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Simon Fraser 
University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Sylvia Blom, PhD 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University 
of Notre Dame 
 
 

Dr. Amanpreet Brar, MD 
University of Toronto  
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Tracy Brennand, PhD 
Professor, Simon Fraser University 
Chair, Department of Geography 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Professor Peter Burns, PhD 
Professor of Medical Biophysics and 
Medical Imaging, University of Toronto 
Senior Scientist, Sunnybrook Research 
Institute 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Professor Doris Buss, LLM 
Professor, Carleton University 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

None Rosemary Cairns Way,  
Full Professor, Faculty of Law 
University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Maxwell Cameron, PhD 
Professor, University of British Columbia 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 



 5 

Miss Sophie Campbell, MSc, JD Candidate 
2024 
Research Fellow, Global Strategy Lab 
Toronto, Ontario  
 

David Carmean, PhD 
Simon Fraser University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Jenny Carson, PhD 
Associate Professor, History, X University 
(formerly Ryerson)  
Toronto, Ontario 
 

 
Dr Francois ChampaGNE, PHD 
Professeur, École de santé publique de 
l'Université de Montréal 
Montréal, Québec 
 

Dr. Jean-Philippe Chaput, PhD 
Associate Professor, University of Ottawa 
Senior Scientist, CHEO Research Institute 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Mr. Nicholas Cheta, MSc 
Kanata, Ontario 
 

Andrea Chow, M.Sc Epidemiology 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Smriti Chowdhury, Physician  
Halifax, NS 
 

 Dhiman Chowdhury , 
MBBS,FRCP(Edin),FRCPCH,FRCPC,FASP 
Pediatrician, Associate Professor of 
paediatrics, Dalhousie University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  
 

Mark Christensen,  
Head, Library Access Services,  
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Julian Christians, PhD 
Professor, Biological Sciences, Simon 
Fraser University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Michael Clarke, PhD 
Adjunct Professor, Western University  
Komoka, ON 
 

Dr. Ian Colman, PhD 
Professor, School of Epidemiology & Public 
Health, University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Mr. Rodrigo Curty Pereira, 2nd year PhD 
student 
PhD student, University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario 
 
 

Mr.  Ibrahim Daibes, MPH 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Ms Natasha Darko, MA 
Project Coordinator  
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Ms Ismalia De Sousa, MSc 
Ph.D student, University of British 
Columbia  
Vancouver, British Columbia  
 

Ms Erin Delfs, Year 5, Bachelor of Human 
Kinetics 
Research Coordinator, The CLARITY 
Project, UBC and Interior Health 
Undergraduate Student, UBC 
Kelowna, British Columbia 

 
James Delgrande, PhD 
Simon Fraser University 
Burnaby, British COLUMBIA 
 

Dr. Erica Di Ruggiero, PhD 
Associate Professor, Dalla Lana Schol of 
Public Health, University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 
 
 

Dr Lawrence Dill, PhD, FRSC 
Professor Emeritus, Simon Fraser 
University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Ms Leslie Dodd, B.Sc. 
Simon Fraser University   
Burnaby, British Columbia 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

 Dr. Naheed Dosani`, MSC, MD, CCFP(PC), 
BSc 
Lecturer, University of Toronto, 
Department of Family & Community 
Medicine 
Toronto, Ontario 
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Dr. Parin Dossa, PhD 
Professor, Sociology & Anthropology 
Simon Fraser University   
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Mr Carl-Ardy Dubois, MD, MSc, PhD 
Professeur, Ecole de santé pulbique, 
Université de Montréal 
Montreal, Québec 
 
 

Dr Naveen Eipe, MD 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Mohamed Eissa, MD 
Clinical Fellow of Anestheisa, University of 
Toronto  
Toronto, Ontario  
 

Dr. Susan Elliott, PhD 
Professor, University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario 
 

Mr. Richard Elliott, LL.B, LL.M. 
HIV Legal Network 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
 

None Anoush F. Terjanian , PhD 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

 Sonya Fatah, MA, MSc. 
Assistant Professor, X University School of 
Journalism 
Hamilton, ON 
 

None Abigail Feresten, MSc, PhD 
candidate 
New Westminster, British Columbia 
 

 
Mr. Philippe Fernandez-Fournier, PhD 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr Lisa Forman, LLB, MA, SJD 
Associate Professor and Canada Research 
Chair in Human Rights and Global Health 
Equity, Dalla Lana School of Public Health, 
University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Lara Gautier, PhD 
Assistant Professor, School of Public 
Health, University of Montreal 
Montreal, Quebec 
 

Professor Daphne Gilbert, BA (Hon), JD, 
LLM 
Professor, University of Ottawa, Faculty of 
Law, Member, Centre for Health Law 
Policy & Ethics 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 
 

Dr. Anne Marie Goetz, Dphil 
Professor, International Relations, Center 
for Global Affairs, New York University 
New York, New York 
 

Miss Silvia Gonzalez, MPH, PhD candidate 
PhD Student, University of Ottawa 
Associate Researcher, Universidad de los 
Andes, Bogota, Colombia 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Vivek Govardhanam, MD 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Bascom Guffin, PhD 
Instructor, Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology, Simon Fraser University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Dr.; Mohamed Habsah, MSc 
Health Advisor, Canadian Red Cross 
Gatineau, Quebec 
 

Mrs. Hannah Hall, BSc 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 
 

Mr. Baies Haqani, MSc. 
MSc. Epidemiology, University of Ottawa 
Policy Analyst, Health Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr John Harriss, PhD 
Professor Emeritus, Simon Fraser 
University 
FRSC, Queen's University 
Kingston, ON 
 
 

Professor Shireen Hassim, PhD 
Canada150 Research Char in Gender and 
African Politics, Carleton University 
Toronto, ON 
 

Dr. Bernard Ho, MD 
Emergency Physician 
Ottawa, ON 
 

Dr. William Hogg, MD 
Ottawa, ON 
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Dr David Hornsby, PhD 
Professor of International Affairs, Carleton 
University 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Ms Lorina Hoxha, MSc 
Research Associate, City of Toronto 
Toronto, ON 

None Erin Huddleston,  
Burnaby, BC 

Anne Huisken, MSc 
Project Coordiantor, University of British 
Columbia 
Vernon, British Columbia 
 

Miss Chau Huynh, MSc (Candidate)  
Research Fellow, School of Epidemiology 
and Public Health, University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Kheirie Issa, FRCPC 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Ms. Vesela Ivanova, MScPH 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Professor Martha Jackman, LLM, LSM, 
FRSC 
Professor, Faculty of Law, University of 
Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Olivier Jacques, PhD 
Assistant professor, École de santé 
publique de l’Université de Montréal 
Montréal, Québec 
 

Warda Javed, BSc, MSc Candidate 
Calgary, Alberta 
 

Mr. Frantz  Jean Louis, MPH 
Tuberculosis Elimination Program 
Manager, Nunavik Regional Board of 
Health and Social Services 
Quebec, Quebec 
 

Ms. Amy Johnston, MSc, MBT, CPH 
PhD Candidate 
Gloucester, Ontario 
 

Ms.  Lesley Johnston, PhDc 
University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario 
 

Sharalyn Jordan, PhD 
Associate Professor, Counselling 
Psychology and Equity Studies, Simon 
Fraser University  
Board Chair, Rainbow Refugee Society 
Vancouver, BC 
 

Dr. Lisa Julian, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Simon Fraser 
University 
Tier II Canada Research Chair,  
Vancouver, BC 
 

 
Mr. Shaheer Khan, BHK 
Research Assistant, Faculty of Health & 
Social Development, University of British 
Columbia Okanagan 
Calgary, Alberta 
 

Mr. Taddele Kibret, MSc 
P.h.D student 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 
 

Mr. Jeremy Kinsman, Master's Sciences-Po 
Paris 
Distinguished Fellow, The Canadian 
International Council, fromer canadian 
ambassador in Moscow, Rome, London, 
Brussels 
Victoria, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Sheila Klassen, MD FRCPC FACC 
Calgary, Alberta 
 

Dr. Mikhail Klassen, PhD 
 

Ms. Ana Krause, RN, MSc (IPH) 
Registered Nurse, Kingston Health 
Sciences Centre 
Kingston, Ontario 
 
 

Dr. Manisha Kulkarni , PhD 
Associate Professor, School of 
Epidemiology & Public Health, University 
of Ottawa  
Ottawa, Ontario  
 
 

Danika Kunimoto, MPH year 2  
Edmonton, AB 
 

Dr. Jaameeta Kurji, PhD 
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Dr. Ronald Labonte, MA, PhD, FCAHS, 
FFPH (Hon) 
Professor and Distinguished Research 
Chair, University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. John LeBlanc, MSc, MD 
Associate Professor, Dalhousie University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
 

Ms. Christine  Leclerc,  
MSc Student, Geography, Simon Fraser 
University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 
 

Nicole Leduc, PhD 
Professeure, École de santé publique 
Université de Montréal,  
Montréal, Québec 
 

Professor Kelley Lee, MPA, MA, DPhil, 
FFPH, FCAHS, FRSC, Professor and Canada 
Research Chair Tier 1 Global Health 
Governance, Simon Fraser University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

None Pascale Lehoux, PhD 
Full Professor, Université de Montréal 
Montréal, Quebec 
 

Ms. Jayme Lewthwaite, PhD Candidate 
Simon Fraser University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr.  Joel Lexchin, MD 
Emergency medicine doctor, University 
Health Network 
Professor Emeritus, York University 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Joanne Liu, MDCM, MMngt 
Professor at the School of Population and 
Global Health, McGill University 
Montréal, Québec 
 

Muriel Mac-Seing, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Dalla Lana School of 
Public Health, University of Toronto 
Centre de recherche en santé publique 
(CReSP), Montréal, Québec 
 

Dr. Rianne Mahon, PhD 
Distinguished Research Professor, Carleton 
University 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Sarah Manos, MD 
 

Mrs. Danielle Marion, 2nd year MSc 
Epidemiology student 
dmOttawa, Ontario 
 

Sara Marshall, MSc, PMP 
International Programs Manager (global 
health), Effect Hope 
Markham, Ontario 
 

Mr. Donovan Martin, Grade 12 Student 
Winnipeg, MB 
 

Dr. Arnaud Romeo Mbadjeu Hondjeu, MD 
Clinical Fellow, UHN Toronto Western 
Hospital  
Toronto, Ontario  
 

Prof. Judy McDonald,  
Associate Director, McLaughlin Centre for 
Population Health Risk Assessment 
Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Ian McDonald, First Year MSc Student 
Burnaby, BC 
 

Dr. Ian McDowell, PhD 
Emeritus Professor, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Colin Mooers, PhD Professor Emeritus 
Ryerson University 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Profesor Tamir Moustafa, PhD 
Professor of International Studies,  
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

 
Dr. Baijayanta Mukhopadhyay, MA MD 
CCFP DTM&H 
Montréal, Québec 
 

Dr. Robert Murray, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Ryerson University 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Harsh Naik, MPH, Medical Student 
Medical Student, University of Toronto 
Research Analyst, Social Epidemiology 
Research Group, Dalla Lana School of 
Public Health 
Tkaronto (Toronto), Ontario 
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Ms. Peggy Nash, M.A. 
Senior Advisor, Ryerson University  
Toronto, Ontario 
 
 

Ms. Mary Ndu, PhD second year student 
Student, University of western  
London, Ontario  
 

Dr. Victor Neufeld, MD 
Associate Fellow, Centre for Global Studies 
University of Victoria,  
Victoria, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Uchechukwu Ngwaba, PhD, AFHEA 
Assistant Professor, Lincoln Alexander 
School of Law at Ryerson University 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Elizabeth Ochola, PhD 
Research Associate, University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario 
 

Camlus Odhus, MPH 
PhD Public Health Student, Lancaster 
University 
Kisumu, Kenya, Kisumu, Kenya 
 

Dr. Chidi Oguamanam, PhD 
Professor, Centre for Health Law Policy 
and Ethics, University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, ON 

Ms. Elizabeth Oishi, BSc 
Coquitlam, British Columbia 
 
 

Prof Obiora Okafor, PhD 
Prof, Johns Hopkins University SAIS 
Washington DC. 
 

Dr. Arnold Okpani, MD, MSc.  
PhD student, School of Population and 
Public Health, University of British 
Columbia 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Nancy Olivieri, MD, MA, MFA, FRCP(C) 
Professor, Pediatrics, Medicine and Public 
Health Sciences, University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Prof. Andrew OMalley, PhD 
Professor, Dept. of English, Ryerson 
University 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Melissa Orobko, MSc 
PhD Candidate, Biological Sciences, Simon 
Fraser University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Gerardo Otero, PhD 
Professor, Simon Fraser University 
President of the Latin American Studies 
Association 
North Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Madhukar Pai, MD, PhD 
Professor, McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec 
 

Dr. Clare Pain, MD FRCPC 
University of Toronto 
Mount Sinai Hospital,  
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Smita Pakhale, MD 
Associate Professor, University of Ottawa 
Scientist, Ottawa Hospital Research 
Institute 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Irene Pang, PhD 
Assistant Professor of International 
Studies, Simon Fraser University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. J. Craig Phillips, PhD, LLM, RN, ACRN, 
FAAN 
Professor of Nursing, University of Ottawa 
Co-Director, International Nursing 
Network for HIV Research 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Pr. Thomas Poder, PhD 
Professor at School of public health, 
Université de Montréal  
Montréal, Quebec 
 

Dr Catherine Pound, MD, MSc 
Associate Professor, Pediatrics, University 
of Ottawa; Consulting Pediatrician, 
Department of Pediatrics, Children's 
Hospital of Eastern Ontario 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Mrs. Renata Pozelli Sabio, PhD (candidate) 
Université de Montréal 
Montréal, Quebec 
 

Dr. John Pringle, PhD 
MSF 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Urvi Rai, BSc 
Graduate Student, School of Public Health, 
University of Alberta 
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Dr. Danyaal Raza, MD, MPH, CCFP 
Assistant Professor, Departement of 
Family & Community Medicine, University 
of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Professor Denise Reaume, Professor of 
Law 
Professor, University of Toronto 
Faculty of Law,  
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Rai Reece, PhD 
 

 
Dr. Kevin Rey, PhD 
Technician, Simon Fraser University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Ms. Lysanne Rivard, PhD 
Senior Research Advisor, Université de 
Montréal 
Montréal, Quebec 
 

Ms. Leah Rosenkrantz, MMASc 
PhD Candidate, Simon Fraser University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Arne C Ruckert, PhD MA 
University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr.  Vivien Runnels, PhD 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Mr. Kevin Sachs, MSc 
Communications, Global Strategy Lab 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Johanne Saint-Charles, PhD 
Full Professor, Faculté de communication 
(UQAM) 
Director, Institut Santé et société 
Montréal, Québec 
 

Dr. Travis Salway, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Simon Fraser 
University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Nadine Schuurman,  
Professor, Simon Fraser University 
Powell River, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Alan Sears, PhD 
Professor, Sociology, Ryerson University  
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Dr. Gillian Seidman, MDCM, FRCPC 
Ottawa, Ontario  
 

Dr. Priya Shah, MD, CCFP 
Department of Community and Family 
Medicine, University of Toronto 
Co-founder, South Asian Health Network 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Miss Hanieh Shakeri, PhD 
 

Ms. Lisa Shapiro, PhD 
lshapiro@sfu.ca 
Professor, Simon Fraser University 
Vancouver, BC 

Dr Saroo Sharda , MD MMEd FRCPC 
saroosharda@gmail.com  
Anesthesiologist , Halton Healthcare  
Assistant Clinical Professor , McMaster 
University, Dept of Anesthesia  
Oakville , ON  

Hudson Silva, PhD 
Senior Research Advisor, Centre de 
Recherche en Santé Publique, Université 
de Montréal  
Montreal, Quebec 
 

Mrs. Katherine Sims, MSc candidate 
Research Biologist, Simon Fraser University   
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

 Dr. Nikita-Kiran Singh, MD 
Resident Physician, Internal Medicine, 
University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Ms. Andreea Slatculescu, PhD Candidate, 
MSc 
PhD Candidate, University of Ottawa 
MSc, University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Ms. Connie Smith, MSc 
Research Technician, Simon Fraser 
University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Maxwell Smith, PhD 
Bioethicist and Assistant Professor, 
Western University 
London, Ontario 
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Dr. Marina Sokolova, Ph.D. 
Member, Institute for Big Data Analytics at 
Dalhousie University 
Adjunct Professor, SEPH and EECS, 
University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Jason Stearns, PhD 
Assistant professor, School for 
International Studies, SFU; Director, Congo 
Research Group, New York University 
Vancouver, BC 
 

Prof. Maite Taboada, PhD 
Professor, Simon Fraser University 
Burnaby, British Columbia 
mtaboada@sfu.ca 
 

Dr. Orphee Tamba, MD, MPH 
PhD student, University of British 
Columbia 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. David Thompson, PhD 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Simon 
Fraser University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr.  Anindita Tjahjadi, MD 
General Pediatric Consultant, CHEO 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Professor Mark Tremblay, PhD 
Senior Scientist, CHEO Research Institute 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Apollinaire Tsopmo, PhD 
Professor, Carleton University 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Lindsey Wagner, MSc, RN 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
 

 
Dr. Lauren J.  Wallace, PhD 
Senior Researcher, Dodowa Health 
Research Centre 
Greater Accra, Ghana  
 

Mr. David Walugembe, Ph.D. Candidate 
University of Western Ontario 
London, Ontario 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Elizabeth White, MPH 
Knowledge Translation Coordinator, 
University of British Columbia 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr Azadeh Yadollahi, PhD 
Senior Scientist, University Health Network 
Associate Professor, University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ontario 
 
 

Dr. Annalee Yassi, MD, MSc, FRCPC 
Professor, School of Population and Public 
Health, University of British Columbia 
Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Global 
Health and Capacity Building, Vancouver, 
British Columbia;  
 

Dr Jamal Yazdi, MD 
 

Dr. Alex Yeung, BASc, MASc, MD, FRCPC 
Staff Anesthesiologist, Markham Stouffville 
Hospital 
Markham, Ontario 
 

Ms Bianca Ziegler, MSc  
Medical Student 2023, McMaster 
University  
Hamilton, Ontario 
 

Dr Kate Zinszer, MSc PhD 
Assistant Professor, École de santé 
publique, Université de Montréal; 
Researcher, Centre de recherche en santé 
publique 
Montreal, Quebec 
 

Ms. Ana Krause 
Registered Nurse, Kingston Health 
Sciences Centre 
Kingston, Ontario 
 

Smriti Chowdhury  
Halifax, Nova Scotia  
 

Dr. Dhiman Chowdhury  
Pediatrician, Associate Professor of 
paediatrics, Dalhousie University 
Halifax , Nova Scotia  
 

Dr. . Shelly  Ben-David  
Assistant professor , UBC  
Kelowna , British Columbia 
 

Dr. Megan Barker 
Senior Lecturer, Simon Fraser University 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

Dr. Jerry Spiegel 
Professor, School of Population and Public 
Health, University of British Columbia 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
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Ms. Julia Shaw 
MSc Epidemiology, University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Mamta Gautam 
Dept of Psychiatry, University of Ottawa 
CEO, PEAK MD Inc 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Dr. Abdu Sharkawy 
Infectious Diseases Physician,  
, University Health Network 
Toronto, Ontario 
 

Shannon Thompson 
University of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Ms. Meaghan Hagerty 
PhD Student, University of British 
Columbia (Okanagan) 
Kamloops, British Columbia 
 

Warda Javed 
Calgary, Alberta 
 

Dr. Arnaud Romeo  Mbadjeu Hondjeu  
Clinical fellow , UHN Toronto Western 
Hospital  
Toronto , Ontario  
 

Mr.. Rodrigo Curty Pereira 
PhD student, University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario 
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Organizational Signatories 

 
ONE Canada (https://www.one.org/canada/ )  
Ottawa, Ontario, Contact: Stuart Hickox, Canada Director (stuart.hickox@one.org) 
 
International Commission of Jurists, Canada (www.icjcanada.org)  
Ottawa, Ontario; Contact: Errol Mendes, President (errolmendes@gmail.com) 
 
Canadian Association of Global Health (https://cagh-acsm.org/en)  
Ottawa, Ontario; Contact: Susan Elliott, Co-Chair, Interim Board, CAGH-ACSM (elliotts@uwaterloo.ca) 
 
CReSP (http://www.cresp.ca/fr) 
Montreal, Quebec; Contact: Robson Rocha de Oliveira, MD PhD (robson.rocha.de.oliveira@umontreal.ca) 
 
Global Citizen (www.globalcitizen.org)  
Canada HQ Toronto / Global HQ NYC  
Contact: Jonah Kanter, Canada Director, Policy and Government Affairs (jonah.kanter@globalcitizen.org) 
 
Grandmothers Advocacy Network (https://grandmothersadvocacy.org/)  
Canada; Contact: Pat Dolan, Co-Chair (pat_dolan@hotmail.com)  
 
HIV Legal Network (www.hivlegalnetwork.ca)  
Toronto, Ontario; Contact: Sandra Ka Hon Chu, Co-Executive Director (schu@hivlegalnetwork.ca)  
Onehealth Foundation (http://onehealth.foundation/en/home-page/) 
Vietnam; Contact: Khoa Nguyen, Chairman (Khoanguyen@onehealth.Foundation)  
 
Results Canada (https://resultscanada.ca/)  
Ottawa, Ontario; Contact: Robyn Waite, Director of Policy and Advocacy (robyn@resultscanada.ca)  
 
South Asian Health Network (Southasianhealthnetwork.ca)  
Toronto, Ontario: Contact: Sabina Vohra-Miller, Co-Founder (sabina.v@gmail.com) 
 
University of Ottawa School of Population Health & Epidemiology (https://med.uottawa.ca/epidemiology/)  
Ottawa, Ontario: Contact: Melissa Brouwers, Director (zkahi017@uottawa.ca)  
 
South Asian Covid Task Force (https://www.southasiancovidtf.ca) 
 Ontario. Contact: Simerpreet Sandhanwalia, MD, Steering committee (simerpreet.sandhanwalia@medportal.ca) 
 
 
 

http://www.icjcanada.org/
mailto:errolmendes@gmail.com
https://cagh-acsm.org/en
mailto:elliotts@uwaterloo.ca
http://www.cresp.ca/fr
mailto:robson.rocha.de.oliveira@umontreal.ca
http://www.globalcitizen.org/
mailto:jonah.kanter@globalcitizen.org
https://grandmothersadvocacy.org/
mailto:pat_dolan@hotmail.com
http://www.hivlegalnetwork.ca/
mailto:schu@hivlegalnetwork.ca
http://onehealth.foundation/en/home-page/
mailto:Khoanguyen@onehealth.Foundation
https://resultscanada.ca/
mailto:robyn@resultscanada.ca
mailto:sabina.v@gmail.com
https://med.uottawa.ca/epidemiology/
mailto:zkahi017@uottawa.ca

